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Historically Speaking:





The Oddibe McDowell League has been in existence since before 1991.  Official statistics have been kept since the 1991 season.  Every team in the league, except PseudoCarp and the Vermiscious Kanids, has changed ownership at least once since 1991.  And, of course, the 1994 and 1995 seasons were abbreviated due to Major League labor/ownership strife.





The only two teams never to garner last place are the Jersey Dawgs and the Vermiscious Kanids; with the Dawgs’ topping all by being the only Oddibe team never to have lost 100 games in a season.





The (now named) Bull Market Bears were an offensive force way back in 1991.  That was the season they won the pennant by a League Record 28 games as well as winning a League Record 128 games!!  The team is remembered for being literally three deep at every offensive position with, obviously, enough pitching to carry them to an easy Pennant.





The Bears were in contention for three years after that, finishing 3rd, 3rd, and 2nd.  Perhaps it was the strike years of ’94 and ’95, but 1995 was the beginning of the end of the Bears as a contending team.  In ’95, they claimed a respectable 4th place finish.  I believe this was the time of the original owner’s departure…  The following seasons saw only worse teams and worse records, as they finished no better than 5th through the 2001 season.  In the five-year stretch ’97 – ’01, they claimed three 7th place and one 8th place finish.  Using the drafts resulting from these positions, the team finally started to improve in 2002 with back-to-back solid 4th place finishes.  Have they turned the corner to once again become a contender?  Or just good enough to become mired in mediocrity for several more hard seasons?  The legacy of winning is clearly here – can Bill grab it once again?





Through the years, many changes have taken place to the size and type of Rosters allowed.  Other changes have occurred as well.  However, previous to Tie-Breaker Playoffs, way back in 1992, there was the only ever tie for the Pennant.  The team now named Obsidian and the team now named the Wolverines battled for 175 games just to end up in a non-broken tie for the League Pennant.





Obsidian (now Veritas Warriors) started their run in the Oddibe league with two 4th place finishes sandwiched around that tie for 1st.  Things were not looking too bad for the team until it completely bottomed out in 1994 with a last place finish.  Yes, from first to last in two seasons…  The team was in shambles, ownership left, and the Czar’s office had to intervene until new ownership was found.  The players seemed to rally in 1995 for a solid 3rd place finish.  Then, with a 2nd place finish the next season, there was again real hope for the fans and the team.  However, with the pressure on them, they wilted to 5th, 4th, and 6th place finishes from ’97 to ’99.  I believe it was about this time that the current ownership took over and the current Obsidian began to be formed.  With new ownership and the dollars flowing in, the team surprised all with a very nice 2nd place finish in 2000.  Ownership was stoked and the fans were, once again (the poor bastards), believing a Pennant could be in sight.  But, alas, the team reverted to previous form when close to the top, and fell down the slope – hard – to an 8th and 7th place finish the next two seasons.  This year, of course, they have started their hard climb back with a 5th place finish.  Ownership is not afraid to make trades and seems to be looking to the future.  The key will be garnering enough players who won’t wilt like Obsidian teams of the past.  Test ‘em for toughness, Rod!





What happens when a team trades every player it has over the age of 27 for prospects and babies?  They finish in last place with a near-record in losses.  Yes, the PseudoCarp started this league in just that manner.  There is still talk of the year that Boggs, R.Henderson, et.al. were sent packing by the crazy owner of the Carp.  Did all this elders-of-the-roster-removal have any effect?  You sure couldn’t tell the following season when they finished in a tie for 7th/8th place.  Then, however, players started figuring it out and stopped being rookies and started playing major league ball.  The addition of A.Belle and K.Griffey didn’t hurt either – leading to their first Pennant in 1993 – just one year removed from a tie for last!  Things looked good – young with Pennant experience – and then derailment…  The strike years of ’94 and ’95 (which the team blatantly uses to cast the blame on) led to 3rd and 5th place finishes.  Then nirvana.  Seven Pennants in eight years!  Nirvana.  The years of A-Rod and Pedro…  But what has been up truly has only one direction they can go…  This mad trading and talent-turnover team should continue to contend – but there are clearly Dawgs hungry for Fish (even fake ones).





The Fat Boys (now Acadiana Pirates) were formerly owned by a Reinsdorf type who is best gone.  New ownership only took over 18 months ago and hopes to bring the team back to the glory years of ’92 – ’94.  From a modest 5th place finish in ’91, this team went on a three year roll with a Pennant, 2nd place finish, and another Pennant in 1994!  Things were looking good, the team was relatively young, and perhaps just needed a little more pitching depth.  The town and team still are haunted by the following 5 year swoon that saw the team finish last three times along with a 6th and 7th place finish the other two seasons.   It was about this time that the previous owner bailed, leading to another team managed by the Czar and his little managerial minions. And, again, no longer under the burden of ruthless management, the team went on a three year roll with finishes of 3rd, 2nd, and 3rd.  Which brings us back to new ownership picking up the pieces and that glory year thing mentioned above…





Then there is the enigma known as the Jersey Dawgs.  It has already been widely reported that the Dawgs are one of only two league teams to never finish in last place.  But it is just as true that they have never finished in 7th place either!  They are good enough never to fall that low, but have, on the other hand, only won two Pennants in the past 13 seasons and one of those was the tie mentioned earlier.  Whats up wid dat??  The Dawgs finished in a solid 2nd place in 1991.  There was enthusiasm and big plans for the future.  But like Clinton’s ratings, the team dived to a 4th and two 6th place finishes over the following three seasons.  But ownership was quietly masterminding a comeback – and with a few key trades, the team went on a four-year tear, alternating Pennants with 3rd place finishes.  It is common knowledge that the Pennant of  ’97 was the zenith of this team’s fortunes (so far, that is).  The team aged and mellowed some, though, leading to diminishing records and a 4th, 6th, and two 5th place finishes from ’99 to ’02.  Astute trading and the quiet compilation of a quality pitching staff again led to happily wagging tails with a very solid 2nd place finish this past season.  Pat believes he is primed and ready to be a serious Pennant challenger for several years to come.  Tails up? Or tails down?  The pitching will tell…





























If one were to go back and research the number of trades of each team in this league, the Vermiscious Kanids would easily be the team that trades the least.  By a longshot.  They have made some trades that could even fall under the ‘blockbuster’ banner, just few and far between.  The Kanids, as stated earlier, also are only one of two Oddibe teams with the same ownership throughout.  So what happens to a team that counts primarily on scouting the player pool and drafts for their major influx of talent?  You become the most consistent team in the league.  The Kanids are one of just two league teams never to have finished in last place.  So what?  They also match the Jersey Dawgs in that they have never finish in 7th place either!  So what?  Remember the comment about consistency?  How about a team that has finished as low as 6th only ONCE in the history of the league??  Yes, the Kanids did finish 6th – once – way back in 1996.  The season before that?  The Pennant!  The first four seasons of the league were clearly building years as the team finished 3rd, than 5th for three strait years.  Then that Pennant season of ’95.  It was a magical season, albeit strike shortened.  Why magical?  It was book ended by 5th and 6th places – the team’s only 1st and the team’s only 6th – back-to-back. Consistency.  After that 6th place finish and since 1997, the Kanids have never finished out of the money, with two 4th place finishes, two 3rd place finishes, and the special Bride’s Maid Award for three 2nd place finishes.  The core of the team remains strong.  There is pitching potential – or there is supposed to be…  The Kanids can only hope to continue their consistency and hope for the pitching to seriously come together.





Then there is consistency of mediocrity.  Notice how the heads of both the Pali Menehunes and the Narcoleptic Dogs jerked up when I said that?  Yes, they both seem to resemble that fact…  Both teams have had similar histories, with several owners each, with bad trades made, and opportunities missed.  The good news is that I change the channel whenever there is a Geico commercial.  The other good news, getting back to relevancy, is that both teams now seem to have stable and committed ownership.  





The Pali Menehunes started this league with a solid three 7th place finishes (and one of those was actually a tie for last).  Then they finally had a taste of the good life with a surprising 4th place finish in 1994.  Not unexpected was their fall to 6th in 1995.  During the two shortened seasons, however, this team was slowly building a core of actual baseball players resulting in very solid finishes of 4th and 3rd (their only) in ‘96 and ’97.  Poor management and no management then led to the streak from hell of   7th, 5th, 7th, 6th, 8th, and 7th place finishes.  The last two drafts have been kind to these ‘Hunes, though; and combining that with the new ownership just might lead to a very special roast pig feast instead of the poi they have become so accustomed to.





The Narcoleptic Dogs’ claim to fame is that they have reached 3rd place twice as many times as the Pali Menehunes – twice!  However, whereas the ‘Hunes only finished last once, the Dogs (sleeping type) have held up the rest of the league no less than 4 times…  This poor team was mis-handled, mis-played, and mis-took for a real team especially during the first few years of its existence.  In the first seven years of the league, the Dogs never finished better than 6th place, finishing 6th three times, 8th three times, and 7th once.  New ownership then took over and immediately made changes and added stability to a crumbling franchise.  The immediate result was a 5th place finish in 1998 followed by their 3rd place finish in 1999.  They followed that up with another 5th and 3rd place finish and were looking to go on a run.  But they somehow fell asleep to again finish 6th and 8th the last two years.  The team is young and the owner is old.  The dogs can bite, but they keep nodding off…  Perhaps with enough Doggie Uppers, the team won’t ‘crash’.








