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The Oddibe Free Press has anonymously been requested/retained to write an expose on why the Bull Market Bears lost 20 games in the Standings from 2010 to 2011.  Just how can a team with such standout names fall so flat?  Let’s explore:

The season-ending Roster:

	 C/1B   MAUER,  Joe                              - -                                                         
	SP   BURNETT,  AJ                     +

	 C  PIERZYNSKI,  AJ                               +          
	SP   FLOYD,  Gavin                     +                                                 

	1B   CABRERA,  Miguel                         O
	SP   LACKEY,  John                  - -

	1B   KOTCHMAN,  Casey                    + +
	SP   LEWIS,  Colby                      -

	2B   KENDRICK,  Howie                        O
	SP   PEAVY,  Jake                        -                              

	2B/1B/3B   KENNEDY,  Adam               O
	SP   PORCELLO,  Rick               O

	2B   ROBERTS,  Brian                            - -
	SP   SABATHIA,  CC                 O

	3B   INGE,  Brandon                                - -
	SP   WEAVER,  Jered                  +   

	3B/SS   NUNEZ,  Eduardo                       O
	RP   AARDSMA,  David            - -

	3B   RODRIGUEZ,  Alex                          -
	RP   CAPPS,  Matt                      na

	SS   AYBAR,  Erick                                  +
	RP   FRANCISCO,  Frank           O

	SS   PENNINGTON,  Cliff                       O
	RP   GREGG,  Kevin                     -                                    

	CF   RIOS,  Alex                                      - -
	RP   JENKS,  Bobby                   - -

	CF   SIZEMORE,  Grady                          +
	RP   PAPELBON,  Jon                 +

	OF   CRAWFORD,  Carl                         - -
	RP   RIVERA,  Mariano              O                       

	OF/1B   CUDDYER,  Michael                 O
	RP   UEHARA,  Koji                   O

	OF   WELLS,  Vernon                             - -

	DH   GUERRERO,  Vlad                         O


“ + “ if they were improved in 2011 over 2010, “ ++ ” if significant improvement
“ - “ if they regressed in 2011 over 2010, “ - - “ if significant regression

“ O “ if they basically stayed the same
So, here is the breakdown:

	Bat ++
	Bat +
	Bat O
	Bat -
	Bat - -
	TOTAL

	

	1
	3
	7
	1
	6
	- 8

	

	Pit ++
	Pit +
	Pit O
	Pit -
	Pit - -
	TOTAL

	

	0
	4
	5
	3
	3
	- 5


Not to mention that several of the regressions were from top players:

	
	
	2011
	
	2010

	
	
	AB
	AVG
	SLG
	
	AB
	AVG
	SLG

	C/1B   MAUER,  Joe
	
	296
	.287
	.368
	
	510
	.327
	.469

	2B   KENDRICK,  Howie
	
	-100 ab’s from last yr
	
	
	
	

	2B   ROBERTS,  Brian
	
	163
	.221
	.331
	
	230
	.278
	.391

	3B   INGE,  Brandon
	
	269
	.276
	.461
	
	514
	.247
	.397

	3B   RODRIGUEZ,  Alex
	
	373
	.276
	.461
	
	522
	.270
	.506

	CF   RIOS,  Alex
	
	537
	.227
	.348
	
	567
	.284
	.457

	CF   SIZEMORE,  Grady
	
	Sucked even more
	
	Sucked

	OF   CRAWFORD,  Carl
	
	506
	.255
	.405
	
	600
	.307
	.495

	OF   WELLS,  Vernon
	
	505
	.218
	.412
	
	590
	.273
	.515


So, not even counting the Pitching, which was not overwhelming to begin with and certainly did not improve, there is that offense which went walking backwords…  Five of the nine starting offensive positions regressed.  The entire outfield went south.  How bad overall I don’t know, but from those listed just above, in 2011 there were 784 LESS AB’s, almost 35 points LESS of BA, and 60 points LESS of slug.  And THAT equals 20 less wins in 2011…
