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Just to throw a little water on the aspect of counting on prospects, here is a listing of top prospects as of 2005.  The comments behind each player’s name are mine.  Players listed in Green have basically amounted to nothing…  National League players are not listed.  See Vol 5, Issue 5 for a 2003 Review of the 2000 Prospects.
2005 Top 100 Prospects:

1. Joe Mauer, c, Twins


Superstar – #1 Catcher in AL for years to come
2. Felix Hernandez, rhp, Mariners

Superstar – Young, excellent stuff, excellent control
3. Delmon Young, of, Devil Rays

So far a washout – lousy defense and no plate discipline
6. Casey Kotchman, 1b, Angels

Little power and injury prone, but servicable…
7. Scott Kazmir, lhp, Devil Rays

Never became the power #1 everyone hoped – solid #3
9. Andy Marte, 3b, Braves


AAA power, poor pitch recognition, all skills below average 12.Dallas McPherson, 3b, Angels

Often injured, power, but no contact and now gone…
16. Adam Miller, rhp, Indians


Injuries have kept him in the minors – maybe a ML reliever?
17. Jason Kubel, of, Twins


Improved every season – bonefide ML power hitter
20. Jeff Niemann, rhp, Devil Rays

Looks to be a solid #3 starter
22. Carlos Quentin, of, Diamondbacks
Injuries have hurt, but a serious power threat when healthy
24. Nick Swisher, of, Athletics

Power hitter with poor discipline and no speed
28. J.J. Hardy, ss, Brewers


Solid ML SS with power - was it a slump, or a career gone bad?
30. Edwin Jackson, rhp, Dodgers

Worthless ‘till ’09–’09 keeps him from Green – can he repeat?
31. Felix Pie, of, Cubs



Little power, little speed, little bat, little impact…
32. Daric Barton, 1b/c, Athletics

Has yet to show he can consistently hit ML pitching-little power
33. Jeremy Reed, of, Mariners

AAAA player – has shown nothing in the Bigs…
35. Gavin Floyd, rhp, Phillies


Came into his own in ’08 – solid #3/4
36. Eric Duncan, 3b, Yankees


Has yet to see the Bigs – a minor league washout

       37.Brian Anderson, of, White Sox

Has never hit – not given much of a shot
39. Erick Aybar, ss, Angels


A servicable everyday ML SS
41. Michael Aubrey, 1b, Indians

First cuppa joe last year – injuries and lack of power have hurt
42. Ryan Sweeney, of, White Sox

A solid 4th OF’r if not a a servicable ML Cf’r.
43. Dan Meyer, lhp, Athletics


Worthless ‘till ’09 – NL reliever…
45. Josh Barfield, 2b, Padres


Can’t hit – very little ML time – backup at best
49. Brandon McCarthy, rhp, White Sox
Lots of promise, but has been a 5th starter at best
51. Shin-Soo Choo, of, Mariners

Solid ML OF’r with a bit of pop 
52. Thomas Diamond, rhp, Rangers

Injuries – lost by the wayside…
53. Kyle Davies, rhp, Braves


As close to Green as a Blue player can be - #4 at best
54. Franklin Gutierrez, of, Indians

Special defensively and learning to hit – solid ML Cf’r
57. Curtis Granderson, of, Tigers

The best player in the AL who simply cannot hit lefties
59. John Danks, lhp, Rangers


A solid #3 who can still get better
63. Jesse Crain, rhp, Twins


Pretty run-of-the-mill ML middle reliever – oh boy…
64. Aaron Hill, ss, Blue Jays


Star – best power hitting 2B in AL
65. Nick Markakis, of, Orioles

Star – 15+ homers a year from being a superstar
67. Jeff Mathis, c, Angels


Decent ML C – can’t really hit but good defensively
68. Javier Herrera, of, Athletics

Still in minors – still young, but still in minors
69. Brandon League, rhp, Blue Jays

Not even Jesse Crain, but somewhat servicable…
70. J.D. Durbin, rhp, Twins


Your basic pitching washout–bad in minors, horrible in majors
72. Brandon Moss, of, Red Sox

AAAA player – can’t hit
73. Clint Nageotte, rhp, Mariners

Never made it – injuries, killer injuries…
75. Billy Butler, 3b, Royals


Hitting alone could make him a Star – but as a DH??
76. Kendry Morales, of, Angels

Star – Breakout season in ’09 – history shows no fluke
77. Joaquin Arias, ss, Rangers

Can’t hit, no power – destined to be a backup
79. Guillermo Quiroz, c, Blue Jays

Can’t hit, not very good defensively, barely backup quality
83. Brandon Wood, ss, Angels

An enigma – kills minors lg pitching, K’s in the Bigs
84. Brad Snyder, of, Indians


Never hit the Show – not enough power for his position
85. Mark Teahen, 3b, Royals


Way overrated in KC, but a servicable play-anywhere ML’r
86. Kyle Sleeth, rhp, Tigers


No longer in baseball due to injuries
87. Joey Gathright, of, Devil Rays

The boy can run, but he can’t hit and he really can’t play
90. Jeremy Sowers, lhp, Indians

Barely Blue – your basic 5th Starter
91. Jon Papelbon, rhp, Red Sox

Superstar reliever–one of the top three relievers 4 years running
94. Hayden Penn, rhp, Orioles

Horrible starter, horrible reliever
95. Josh Fields, 3b, White Sox

Barely Blue – no position, little contact, promise of power
96. Tadahito Iguchi, 2b, White Sox

Decent if short ML career
97. Huston Street, rhp, Athletics

Better-than-average ML reliever
98. Ian Kinsler, ss, Rangers


Star – solid power, solid speed, solid 2B play

